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EUROPE,

Adriatie through the northern plains; the Arno and
Tiber, Howing west into the Mediterranean. North of
{he Po, at the foot of the Alps, are the beautiful Lakes
Como, Lugano, Maggiore, Gerda, etc.

The coast is irregular, and indented with many fine
xulfs and bays, of which the principal are the Gulfs of
Genon and Gaeta, Bay of Naples, and Aulf af Salerno,
on the west coast; the Gulf of Turanto on the south;
and the Gulf of Venice on the east, at the head of the
Adriatie Sca. The principal capes are Passuro, on the
south of Sieily, and Spartirento and Leuca, the southern
points of the mainland. The Strait of Messinm separates
Sicily from Calabria, the Struit of Bonifucto 38 between
the islands of Sardinia and Corsica, and the Strait of
Otranto is between the south-eastern extremity of Italy

d Turkey.
(ne islands belonging to Italy are: Sardinia, the
Ahabitants of which are chiefly agriculturalists, and
have also important fisheries of anchovy and sardines,
Sicily, the largest and most fertile island in the Mediter-
ranean, separated from the mainland by the Strait of
Messina, In the east is Mount Ktna, the largest EKuro-
pean volcano, nearly 11,000 feet Me) (im on the
west coast of Italy, between Corsica and the mainland,
the first place of banishment of. Napoleon. The Lipart
Telunde, north of Sicily, with Stromboli, called the Light-
house of the Mediterranean, from its volcano, which is

always burg}The climate=df Italy is delightful, but on the west
coast, between the Island of Elba and the Gulf of Gaeta,
{he heat of summer causes malaria from the marshes, ren-

dering large tracts of the country uninhabitable. Thesc
iracts are called the Maremma, Pontine Marshes, and
Ihe Campaqna. The soil is very fertile. Rice, wheat,
and maize are extensively eultivated, and vines, olives,
oranges, and lemons are abundant. Italy possesses few
minerals, but is celebrated for its fine marbles and ala-
baster. Silks are manufactured in the north, and are

almost the only manufacture of consequence,
Although till 1859 disunited and unsettled, Italy is

famous as having been the seat of the old‘ Roman Ym-

pire, the mistress of the world in former 2608, and it
possesses many interesting classic remains of its former
grandeur, forming an ample and interesting study to the
traveller and scholar. It was also the seat of several of
the most powerful commercial republics of the Middle
Ages, Venice, Genoa, etc., and is stil) celebrated as being
the grent centre of fine arts, painting, sculpture. music,

and architecture,
The government is a limited monarchy, and is formed

npon the model of that of Britain. The Roman Catho:
lie is the established religion, but all others are tolerated.
There are a number of large cities, most of them cele:

brated in history, in various parts of the kingdom.

In the former Papal States ‚(Rome (800,000), the capi-
jal, on the Tiber, formerly the mistress of the world,
although sadly decayed, possesses magnificent remains
»f its former grandeur, and is still celebrated for its
splendid buildings, and for the architectural beauty of
;ts old ruins. "Che Pope, although no longer a temporal
sovereign, still holds his court in Rome. Cirita Vecchta
is its soaport,)

In Piedmont: Turin (213,000), formerly the capital
»f the kingdom of Sardinia, a fine city, with extensive
trade, noted for its silk manufactures; G0now (179,000),
the chief seaport of Italy, with important manufactures
»f silks and velvets, formerly the capital of a powerful
vepublic of the same name; Spezia, the chief naval
station, with an e ellent harbor.

In LombardyLatium (321,000), which does &amp; large
rade, is a beautiful city, with a magnificent cathedral of
white marble ‚) Bergume, Brescia, and Piacenza, are im-
portant town8s; Parma and Modena, the former capitals
5£ duchies, and Bologna (128,000), with the oldest uni-
versity in Italy, ‚are important inland towns.

In Venetia:(Yonico (130,000) was long the head of a
powerful commörcial republic. It is built on a number
of islands, canals forming the streets and gondolas the
zarriages, and it contains many fine buildings) Padua,
with a celebrated university, and Vicenza are large and
important town8. Verona, Peschiera, Mantua, and Leg-
nago form the famous “« quadrilateral,” or chain of for-

iresses to repel foreign invasion.
In Tuscany:/Worence(168,000), surnamed ‘‘£he beau-

tiful,” isa magnificent city, and has long been celebrated
ns a seat of science and art, and for its spiendid galleries
of painting and sculpture; it was formerly the head of a
republic of the same name; Pisa, with its famous lean-
ing tower; and Leghorn (97,000), an important seaport.
Ancona is a fortified geaport on the Adriatic, and near it

is Eoretlo, with its famous shrine.
In Naples isNaples (489,000), the largest city in Italy,

surpassing every city in Europe for the beauty of its situ-
ation and appearance. About ten miles from the city i8
»he volcano of Vesuvius, 4,000 feet high, near which are
‚he remains of the ancient cities of Herculaneum and
Pompeii, which have been buried in lava and ashes since
A.D. 79, and are NOW being excavated.

In the Island of Sicily are: Palermo (225,000), a fine
zity, with a great commerce; Messina (120,000), the prin-
cipal commercial city; Catania (101,000), with manufac-
4ures of silk; Syracuse, famous for its ancient greatness,
and memorable in history 3 and Marsala, noted for its
vines. Cagliari is the chief nort of the Tsland of Sar-

Jinia.
© The Island of Malta, to the south of Sicily, belongs to
Great Britain. Valetta is the capital, and the chief
station for the British fleet in the Team. 3


