FUNCHAL, ISLAND OF MADEIRA.

AFRICA.

Aren, 11,515,000 square miles, compris‘ng about one-fifth part of the land surfao
to south, 5,000 miles, and from east to west, 4,000 miles; population, estimated ab

Africa is a wvast compact peninsula of o triangular
form, almost entirely surrounded by water, and con-
nected only with Asia by the Isthmus of Sues.

It is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea
on the wost by the Atlantic Ocean ; on the south by the
Southern Ocaan; and on the east by the Indian Ocean
and the Red Hea,

i_;r may be divided into:

orthern Africd, or the Barbary &t )
Marocco, Alg&{la, Tunis, Tripoli, m{d B::::,. st
. 'li‘he Nile Region, compriging Bgypt, Nubia, and Abys-
sinia,

The Sehara.

Central Africa, or Soudan.

Equatorial Africa, or the Great Central Lake region.

Weatern A frica.

Southern Ajfrica, ineluding Cape Uolony, Katal, eto.

Hastern. Africa.

Loss i8 known of Africa than of any other of the great
divisions of the earth; but as many enterprising travel-
lers, sueh as Livingstone, Barth, Burton, Grant, Speke,
Buker, Stanley, Cameron, and others, have lately made it
the subject of their explorations, our knowledge of the
country is rapidly extending,

The mountaing of Africa generally ocenr, as faras is
known, in detached ranges but a short distance from the

son-const, which also extend inland, and purtially enclose |

o of the globe; greatest length from north
about 205,000,000,

o vast elevated plain in the interior, much of which,
especially in the northern parts, is desert, and unfit for
cultivation or habitation, while the equatorial region is
well watered and fertile.

The Atlas Mountains, in the Barbary States, axtend
eastward from the Atlantic parallel to the Mediterranean
Sea, rising to their greatest height in Marocco, over
11,000 feet; and smaller ranges extend from them
nearly to the borders of Egypt, but do not rise higher
than 8,000 feet. The mountaing of Alyssinia, in the
enst, vise in irregular groups from & high table-land, some
of them reaching nearly 16,000 feet in height. They are
more sbrapt to the south {han to the north. Parallel to
e Gulf of Guinea, and about 150 amiles inland, rise the
Kong Mountains, and farthor gouth, on the shores of the
Bight of Biafra, are the Clumeroons; reaching 13,760 feet.
The Niowweld Movntaing and some other smaller chains
axtend from east to west seross the central part of Cape
Colony, rising in Compnss Berg 10,000 feet high. On
the east const of Africa are several chaing of mountains,
gome of which rise to a great height, but are yet little
known., Mounts Kilmandjero (20,085 feet) and Kenia
(18,000 feet) are a little south of the equator. Owing to
the general proximity of the mountains to the coast, the
rivers are 1ot #s numerous, nor, with few exoeptions,
a8 important as in the other great continents. The prin-
cipal is the Nile, which has two gources—the Blue Nile,
rising in Abyssinia, and the White Nile, the sources of




