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88 AFRICA.

which are not yet absolutely asecertained, but the river i
at least 4,000 miles long, and receives severdl tributarieg,
but none lower than 1,200 miles from' its month. Next
in importance is the Conge (an immense river, 3,500 miles
fony, ristngin the lnke region south of the equator, and
flowing, alter o very circuitous course, into the Sonth At-
lautic, smd second only to the Amazon in the volnme of
fts waters), The Niger, or Quorrn, rises on the north
side of the Kong Mountains, receives a large tributary,
the Bawe, and Nows round the eastern end of thal range
into the Gulf of Guinen. The Senegal flows into the
North Atlantie Oean : and the Opange, or Gariep, into
the South Atlantie; and the Zombesd into the Mozum-
bigque Ohannel.

The principal laked of Afrfoa, as far ag dve yet kuown,
ave : Deibey in Abyssinia; Zolad, in the interior; AAl-
Eurt fmd Vitarie Nyanzts, under the equator 5 and Thin-

y Léopold, east of Tanganyika, Bungiceols, on the
shore d! which Livingstone died, Nymsse, and Shiried,
with Ngami, farther south. Most of these have been
recantly discovered, and are but imperfeetly known,

The coast-line of Afries is vory even and unbroken,
with but few indentitions.

The Principal Bays, Gulfs, ete.,, are

On the north, (e Gulfear Sidra | On the m‘uth Table Bay and
et the wstith Gulf af Gt s i o it
m the wi e ¥ b ro n the enst a Hay, Gu
L&u&%ﬁng the Bgh(s of Benin and | of Aden, and the Rea S,

i '+

The Principal Straits are:

Gl'l‘mfw, betwetn Marocoo and | lanil : Strait of Babelinandeb, Lo-
rasamblgne Lw.mmai', bi- | tweon Abyssiiln snd Avabia.

Men'!hdﬁmrsn thi main:
The Principal Capes are:
On the north, ﬂm..ma g, Centa, | On the enst, C%Murm Dat-
On the wut., e, th. Pt yndn, and @uavdaful ; sl Cupor
s, Lapax, snd I i, Amber and ' S, m y. the north
‘On tho south, Glood Hope and | ind kouth points of Madagaacar,
Agulhin,
The climate of Africa is in general Lot and dry, more
than three-fourths of the continent belug within the
tropios. ‘Towards the middle and south tlie seasons are
alternately dry and wet, as in other tropienl countries;
but in the vast sandy deserls no rain ever falls. The
Sahan extonds from the Atlantie Ocean to Egypt, and
ouonpies an aven greater than that of the Dominion of
Cannda. It {5 not, as commonly supposed, s sandy
desert, but nvast plain, having o maan elovation of about
1,500 fvet, and diversified with mountain ehains as high
as from 6,500 to $,200 feet, whose tops are soverad with
snow and fce for several months in the year. The sandy
dasert portions do not oceupy more than onefifth of ifs
antire avea of 8,700,000 square miles. It total popnla-
tion is estimated at 8,000,000 ; and there are many towns
of from 5,000 to 10,000 people. Along the ghore of the
Mediterranean the climate and productions resemble
those of Southern Burope ; hut in the iutarior it hecomes

hiotter, and the products vary. Bouth of the Hahara,
botl on the eotst and the great central lake rogion, vege-
tation is vauk, and the elimate in genernl most unhealthy
for Buropeans.  Cape Colony, being within the southern
temperate zone, is cooler and more healthy.  The il of
Alrica along the courses of the rivers is fertila, produ-
ging trees of great size, many of them indigenous to the
wonntry, and many valuable plants.  Thers ave the shea,
or butter-tree, baobab, or monkey-bread tree (a gigantic
tree sometinies thivty fect in diameter), oil-palm, and
other frees:  Cotton, indigo, maize, rice, and yams grow
in abundanee ; south of Aliyssinia s the nafive country
of the gofles plant.

Afrien possesses o large nmmber and varioty of wild ani-
malg, gucl as the lion, leopard, hyena, giraffe, elephunt,
hippepotamus, rhineceros, erochile, moukey, eto,, he-
giflek o great variety of antelopes.

Tho inhabitants of Afriea consist of difforont races,
varying in complexion from the tawny Moor to the black-
est negro. The megroes are the most nuragrous, consti-
tuting almost the entire population south of the Salinra.
In the Barbary States the Moors belong to the Cancasian
rice, while the Bgyptians in the Nile ragion are, by some
ethnologists, thought 1o be akin to the nalives of Aus-
tealin, and the Dravidian races of Southern Indis. 1In
the south are also the Hottenlots, a stunted, degeaded
riee. The inhabitants in the north, and as far south as 5°
nortli lntitnde, are chiefly Mohammedans; and, except
whera seftlements of Eurapeans hayve been made, the regt
are cliefly paging or heathens,

The trade and produocts of the conntry are trifling,
owing to the fgnorance and generally degraded state of
the inhabitants, The Barbary Slates export grain and
loather ; Hgypt exports cotton and grain; and the west
and south yinld palm oil, ivosy, aud o little gold dust.
On the sonth-west and east eoasts the inhuman trade in
sluves is still carried on to some extent, notwithstanding
the vigilant efforts of the British to put it down.

NORTHERN, or BARBARY STATES.
MAROCOO.

Avea, $10,050 aquare milog; oné hall Inrgor than Quebes ; population,
aboud (5,140,000

The Empire of Marocoo occuples the northi-western
corner of Alrloa, betwoeen the Sahara, the Atlantic Oeenn,
Mediterranean Sen, and Algeria. Tt is the most impor-
tant of the Barbary States in power and population.
These States were celebrated in aneient history under the
name of Mauritania, but have now been long sunk under
tyranny and oppression. Their power has doolined, and
their naval foree, long used for piratical purposes, has
ben destroyed by the Britigh and other European Pow-
v singe the beginning of the present century g




