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AFRICA, a3

Cape Totvn (45,0000, on the south-west shore of Table
Bay, is the chief eity and scat of the colonial Parlisment,
Table Mountain, 3,080 feet high, rises south of the town,
and s 86 called from its flat summit. Vines are oxten-
sively enltivated on its slopes.  The other towns of impor-
tance ave (ralam's Town, 500 miles to the east of Cape
Tawn, Port Hieabeth (18,049), and Kimberly (13,590,

British Kaffraria, formarly o soparate colony, was in
1865 formed into a distriot of Cape Colony. It is sepa-
rated by the Grent Kei River from native ICaftearia. The
Kaffirs are a flerce people, often at war with the Dritish.

Natal was formed into a colony in 1845, I lies o the
nortl of British Kaffrarvia.  Coal and iron are alundant,
and cotton, indigo, and sugar are easil ¥ cultivatad. The
population is about 366,000,  Popt Natal is the seaport,
and Pictormeritzbirg, 50 miles inland, the anpital.

To the north of Cape Colony are the Duteh republics,
ransvaal and Oraage Freo Stafo. These are peopled
ohiefly by natives and by Duteli boors, o farmers, who
have formed them into independent republios.

Between the Duteh republics and the Atlantic is the
ounntry of the Bechuanas, Nawaquas, aud Damaras, an
inoffensive, pastoral people. The Zulus ave a warlike
tribe of Kaflirs whose territory lies north of Natal,

EBASTERN AFRICA.

The countries on the eastern const of Africa ave still
little known, although opensd up by recent onterprise.

Bomary, between the Strait of Babelmandeh and Onpe
Guardafui, s eolabrated for its myrth and spices, which
are exported through Arabia. jan is barren along the
coast, but fertile in the intevior, ZANGUEBAR i5low and
marshy, and unhealthy towards the sea.  To the wost are
thie ranges of monutaing which enclose the tabla-lands of
Contral Mriea, with the peaks of Kilmwndjaro (20,065 feet)
and Kepdee (18,000 faat).  The Sultan of Zanzibar claims
sovereignty over the vountries 4s far south as Cape Del-
gado.  From thore to Cape Delagos, ineluding Mozan-
HIQUE and BOFALA, the Portugnese hold aufhority.
They formerly possessed the whole enstern coast, but have
been gradually driven away, Their prineipal posts are
Sena and Tete, on the Zambesi River.

ISLANDS OF AFRICA.

MADAGASCAR.

Aren, RIEBY0 rquare miless rather lavger (st the provines of Quebeo ;
poplition, 8,000,000,

Madagascar is the largest of the African Islands, and
is separated from the enst const of Afvjes by the Mozam-
higque Channel.

hot, and the sofl fartile, produeing rice and sngar abun-
dantly,  Tron s found in fle mountains, The gov-
ernment s despotie.  Cliistiunity, to which the natives
were formerly hostile, has now become the establishod
religion,  Tunanaerico (80,000), the capital, is situated on
A lofty tahlesland, near the centre of the island.  Thma-
firve, on the enst coast, is the principal seaport,

Socotra, in the Indian Ocean, about 120 miles east of
Cape Guardafui, is 4 large island Lelonging to the Sultan
of Keshin in Arabia, producing the finest aloes.

BRITISH ISLANDS.

Ascension, a small island in the Atlantie, is frequented
Ty ships as a place of call on the voynge to the Cnfpa. St
Helengr, 850 miles south-east of Ascension, is famons as
the place of exile of Napolson Donaparte, wheve he died
o 1821, Mawritius (360,000), a eonsiderable istand, for-
merly ealled the Tele of France, is 450 miles to the sast of
Madz;gascnr-. Port Louis (66,000) is the capital and seaport.
Horipigues, vast of Muuritius, the Saychelles r:nd Awmirante
Tfanls, vorth-enst of Madagusear, and the Chagres group,
farther eust, ave dependencies of Mauritius, and are of

little importance.

FRENCH ISLANDS.

Réunion, or Bourbon (184,000}, rather l_m:gar than
Muuritius, lies 00 miles soutli-west of it, It is of vol-
eanie formation, and coutaing one astive voleano in f:.hs'
gouth. Tt produces coffes and sngar largely. Mount
Piton des Noiges is 10,000 feet high. TFrance also pos-
sosses some small islands in the Comera group, in the
porth of the Mozambique Channel, and some on the
coust of Madagasear, which are dependencies of Réunion.

PORTUGUESH ISLANDS,

Madeira (132,000), o beauntiful island, vising sbruptly
from the Attlnutig?(gﬁu mileg west of Mm:occo. It con-
sists of o mass of voleanie rock, the highest summit
being about 6,000 feet. 1is celebrated for its wines and
for its salubrious elimate. Funehal i the u_h!ar tow.
The Cupe Verds Tands (90,000); shout 320 miles west of
C.apé Verde, are algo of voleanic formation. A. yolaano
in Fogo, one of the idlands, is about 9,200 feat ]ngl:l. St.
Tugo is the principal island. 5t Lhemas and Prince's
Tdands, in the Gull of Guinea, also belong to Portugal.

SPANISH ISLANDS.

The Canaries (280,000), off the north-west const of
Africa, seven in npmber, contain lofty voleanic moun-
tains.  Their clief product is wine. The Pesk of Ten-

| eriffo rises wbont 12,200 foet in height. Sants Cruz, in

Tenerifle, is the oapital, but Palma is the largest town.

Lofty mountaing traverse it from novth to south, ap- | Fernando Po and Annaden are small islands in the Gulf

proaching nearest to the eastern shore. The climate is

of Guinea.



