
serious sn. If there was anything further on his

sonscience (did the pope suspect that the promise had
been dishonest ?), he might’ confess it to any discreet

priest. He (the pope) meanwhile absolvcd him, and
advised and enJoined him to return to his duties.

The first campaign was thus over, and the king
was so far victorious, "The consent of the bishops

having been given, the Constitutions were immedi-

ately acted upon. The number of criminals among

the clergy happened to be unusually large.! "They
were degraded, sent to trial, and suffered in the

usual way by deatl or mutilation. ‘Then, says

Becket’s despairing biographers, ‘was seen the

mournful spectacle of priests and deacons who had
zommitted murder, manslaushter, theft, robbery, and
ather erimes, carried in carts before the king’s com-

missioners and punished as if they had been ordinary

men.’ The archbishop clamoured, threatened, and,
as far as his power went, interfercd. "The king was

firm. He had sworn at his coronation, he said, to do

justice in the realu, and there were no greater

villains in it than many of the clergy.“ "That
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shiepiscopum auxere malitir:,
zui solito abundautius per idem
tem pus apparebant, publieis irre-
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