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bishops should take public offenders out of custody,
absolye them, and let them go, was not to be borne.!
It was against law, against usage, against reason.
Tt could not be. The laity were generally of the

king's opinion,

Of the bishops some four or five (if

Foliot was right, nearly all of them) agreed privately
with Becket, but dared not avow their opinions.
The archbishop perceived that the game Was lost
unless he could himself see the pope and speak to
him. In direct violation of his oath not to leave the
cealm without the king's consent, he attemapted to
steal over from Sandwich, but the boatimen recog-
nized him midway across the Channel and brought

him back.

L N e e

1 Phe objection of Becket to
the subimission of the elorgy to
t!lu gocular courts was nof en-
tively disinterested. Joh of Ox-
ford explained it fo the Empress
Matilda ; ¢ Asserens uwniversa
Quecungue facilis mentis ela-
:cume studioque dominationis
u.mhoabn.: seclesinsticam  etinm
libertatem non ad animaram lu-

erum, sed ad augmentum pecuni-
avium episeopos vestros intorguere
tam ipse quam alii nuntii vegis
affivmant : in Anglii namque
delinquentinm culpe apud epis-
copos nceusatori, HOL muletan-
tur injunctione paenitentice, soil
datione pectmins.'—Niculaa of
Rouon to Becket.. Mulerials,

vol. v. 1. 146.




