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we are fortunately able to form a closer acquaintance.

Apollonius we see through a mist -of illusion.

Alexander of Abonotichus we are able to look at

with the eyes of the cleverest man who was alive

on this planet in the second century. With the

help of Lucian’s portrait of Alexander we can discern,
perhaps, £he lineaments of Apollonius himself. We
san see, at any rate, what these workers of miracles

really were, as well as the nature of the element in

which they made their conquests, at the side of and

in open rivalry with, the teachers of Christianity,
A word first about Lucian himself. At the

Christian era, and immediately after it, the Asiatic
provinces of the Empire were singularly productive
of eminent men. "The same intercourse of Eastern

and Western civilization which produce.l the ma-

giclans were generating in all directions an active

intellectual fermentation. "The ‘disciples’ were
‘callel Christians first at Antioch.” It was in

Asia Minor that St. Paul first established a Gentile

Church. There sprang up the multitude of heresies
out of confliet with which the Christian creeds

shaped themselves. And by the side of those who
were construeting a positive faith, were found others
who were watching che phenomena, round them
with. an anxicu |. severe e2anticism, unable


