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themselves to find truth in the agitating speculations
which were: distracting everybody that came near

them, but with a clear eye to distinguish knaves
and impostors, and a resolution as honourable

as St. Paul’s to fight with and expose falsehood

wherever they encountered it. Among these the
most admirable was the satirist, artist, man of

letters, the much-spoken-of and little studied Lucian,
the most gifted anu perhaps. the purest-hearted
‘hinker outside the Church who was produced under
the Roman Empire. He was born at Samosata on

‘he Euphrates about the ycar 120, He was intended
for a sculptor, but his quick discursive intellect led

him into a wider field, and he spent his life as a

eritic of the spiritual phenomena of his age. To
Christianity he paid little attention. To him it
appeared but as one of the many phases of belief

which were showing themselves among the ignorant
and uneducated, But it was harmless, and he did

not quarrel with it. He belonged to the small
circle of observers who looked on such things with
the eyes of men of science. Cool-headed, and with

an honest hatred of lies, he ridieuled the impious

theology of the established pagan religion; with
the same instinct he attacked the charlatans who

same like Apollonius, pretending to a Divine


