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these arts the young Alexander became an apt

pupil and was useful as a sort of famulus. He learnt

Apollonius’s traditionary secrets, and at the age of
twenty, when his master died, he was in a condition

:o practise on his own account.

He was now thrown on the world to shift for

himself, But his spirits were light, and his confid-
ence in himself was boundless: as long as there

were fools with money in their pockets, he could

have a well-founded hope of transferring part of it to
his own. A provincial town was too small a theatre

of operations. IIe set off for Byzantium, the great
mart of ancient commerce, which was thronged with

merchants from all parts of the world, Like seeks

like, At Byzantium, Alexander made acquaintance
with a vagabond named Cocconas, a fellow who

gained a living by foretelling the winners at games
and races, lounging in the betting rings, and gamb-
ling with idle young gentlemen. By this means he
found entrance into what was called society. Alex-

ander was more beautiful as a man than as a boy.

Cocconas introduced him to a rich Macedonian lady,

who was spending the season in the city. The lady
fell in love with him, and on her return to her

country-seat at Pella, carried Alexander and his

friend ‚along with her, This was very well for a


