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from flying to learn if the news was true. He could
not go to Pontus himself, but he sent friends on
whom he could rely, and whose temperament re-
gembled his own. The majestic appearance of the
prophet, the inspired eyes, the rich sweet voice,
awed them into immediate conviction. They were
shown wonders ; but they had believed before they
had seen, and they returned to Rome to ex-
aggerate what they had witnessed. Rutilian, re-
ceiving their report into his own eager imagination,
brought it out of the crucible again transfigured
yet more gloriously. He was a man of known piety
and veracity, incapable of conscious falsehood, true
and just in all his dealings. Astonished Rome could
not yet wholly surrender itself. Officers of the im-
perial household hastened over to see with their
own eyes. It had not occurred to them that they
might see things which they could not explain,
yet that what they saw might be no more than a
trick. Men without scientific training who trust
their own judgment in such matters are the natural
prey of charlatans. These gentlemen came to
Abonotichus,  They were received with the highest
honours. Alexander displayed his miracles to them,
made them handsome presents, and sent them home
open-mouthed to glorify Zsculapius and his prophet



