
SHORT STUDIES.

will bring forth. So far the nations which have
democratized themselves have been successful in

producing indefinite quantities of money. If
money and money-making will secure their stability,

they may look forward hopefully—not otherwise.
We, too, have travelled far on tho same road.

We can continue to say, ‘Thank God we have still

a House of Lords, but it is a House of Lords which

is allowed to stand with a conditional tenure, It

must follow, it must not lead, the popular will, It

has been preserved rather as an honoured relic ofa

state of things which is passing away, than as repre-
senting any actual forces now existing. We should

not dream of creating a hereditary branch of legis-

lature if we had to begin over again; being there,
we let it remain as long as it is harmless, Never-

theless, great families have still a hold upor: the
country, either from custom or from a sense of their

value. Fifty years are gone since the great demo-

eratic Reform Bill, yet the hereditary peers must
still give their consent to every law which passes,
Their sons and cousins form a majority in the House

of Commons, and even philosophic Radicals doubt
if the character of the House would be improved
without men there whose position in society is

secured, and who can therefore afford to be patriotic,


