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still, and T was surprised to find myself among those
who had passed.

The whistle of a train was heard at this moment
coming in upon the main line. It was to go on in
half an hour, and those who had been turned back
were told that they were to proceed by it to the
place where they had been originally going. They
looked infinitely relieved at the news; but, before
they started, a few questions had to be put to them,
and a few alterations made which were to affect their
future. They were asked to explain how they had
come to be such worthless creatures. They gave
many answers, which came mainly to the same
thing. Circumstances had been against them. Tt
was all owing to ecircumstances. They had been
badly brought up. They had been placed in situa-
tions where it had been impossible for them to do
better. The rich people repeated that they had
never been informed that any work was expected of
them, Their wants had all been provided for, and it
was unfair to expect that they should have exerted
themselves of their own accord when they had no
motive for working, If they had only been born
poor all would have gone well with them. The
cheating tradesman declared that the first duty of a
shopkeeper, according to all received principles, was



