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At length the work was finished, and Willy and
Catherine prepared with delight to take it down to
Mrs. Benson’s. Catherine, before she went, put
on the potatoes to boil, and placed a mug of cold
water by her mother’s bed-side; both then bade
her good bye, and eagerly set out on their walk,
When they reached the house, they were told by
*he maid who opened the door, that her mistress
was out in the grounds, and the house-keeper in
town; but she added (observing their dismayed
looks), “I dare say if I can find my mistress, she
will come in and speak to you, that you may not
have to go home again; you may wait in the hall
while I go and find her.” So saying, she shut
the door and went out.

The children, as soon as they were left alone in
the hall, began to examine its contents; they were
first attracted by the pictures which were hung
round it, and Willy was in full admiration of one
when he heard his sister exclaim, “ Look here,
Willy; look what I have found.” Willy turned
round and saw his sister standing before a large
hamper full of clusters of green and purple grapes;
this sight was eren more attractive than the pie-
tures, and the children stood gazing on them for
some time. “Oh! dear ”asid Catherine, witha sizh,


