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shells that they swallow. They grow to a great
size, The largest cod that was ever takenweighed
Seventy-eight pounds, and was five feet eight
inches in length,

LESSON XXXII.

ON SCRIPTURE HISTORY.

CuHArteR I

BIRTH OF ISAAC, AND EXPULSION OF ISHMAEL,
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The promisewhich God made toAbraham, when
he commanded himtoleave his native country,and
80 into a strange land, and which had afterwards
been so often renewed, was, that he should be the
fatherof a great nation. When many years had
elapsed without any prospect of this promise being
fulfilled, Sarah appears to have doubted whether
the nation was to be descended from her; and she,
therefore, persuaded Abraham to comply with a
Custom, which still prevails in some Eastern coun-
tries, Taking Hagar, an Egyptian slave, she gave
her to Abraham, that the children born of her
Might inherit his name and riches. When Hagar
Saw that she was about to be the mother of a fa-
Mily,she despised her mistress,for doing which she
Was so hardly dealt with, that she fled into thewil
derness, Asshe was standing by a fountain, the


