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Mungo Park, the celebrated African traveller,
gives the following lively and interesting account
of the hospitable treatment which he received from
a negro woman: “Being arrived at Sego, the capi-
tal of the kingdom of Bambarra, situated on the
banks of the Niger, I wished to pass over to that
part of the town in which the king resides: but,
from the number of persons eager to obtain a pas-
sage, I was under the necessity of waiting two
hours, During this time, the people who had
crossed the river, carried information to Mansong,
the king, that a white man was waiting for a pas-
sage, and was coming to see him. He immediately
sent over one of his chief men, who informed me
that the king could not possibly see me until he
knew what had brought me into his country: and
that I must not presume to cross the river without
the king’s permission. Ho therefore advised me
to lodge for that night, at a distant village to which
he pointed; and said that,in the morning, he would
givemefurther instructionshow toconduct myself,
This was very discouraging. However, as there


