
CHAPTER IIL

THE STRUGGLE WITH BONAPARTE: (2) THE CONTINENTAL

SYSTEM—THE PENINSULAR WAR—WATERLOO.

1806-1815.

Wrta the battles of Trafalgar and Austerlitz, followed by the
death of Pitt, the first stage in the great struggle with the
French emperor came to an end. There was NO Napoleon’s
further talk of the invasion of England, nor did second line
Bonaparte attempt any more to dispute the 9f policy.
dominion of the seas. But his mind was none the less set on

the humiliation of England, though his methods of assailing
her became more indirect. He had now in his eye the estab-
lishment of a domination over the whole of Europe. The first

Step towards the systematic reduction of his neighbours to
Subjection was the establishment of the “ Confederation of the
Rhine,” whose members were from the first his slaves. The
Second was the planting out of his relatives as rulers of the

Smaller states of Europe. In 1806 his brother Joseph was
Made King of Naples, from which the imbecile Bourbon house
Were driven out, because they had dared to show sympathy with

Austria during the war of 1805. A few months later came the
Crowning of his brother Lewis as King of Holland-—the Bata-
Yan republic being ruthlessly swept away, without any option
being given to the Dutch of declaring their wishes as to the
EOvernment of their land. Bonaparte began to talk of himself
25 Ihe “ successor of Charlemagne,” an ominous saying for


