CHAPTER VL

FARLY VICTORIAN ENGLAND.

1852,

WaEeN we survey the nineteenth century from its last year but
i the first fact that strikes us is that its carlier half was a
time of much more rapid and sweeping change |
than its second. We have now in our narrative 5:?&?3 gg"
passed the dividing-line between them, and of the nine-
reached the year 1852, The most cursory glance tﬁ;’;th CRks
is enough to show us that the difference between
the England of 1852 and the England of 1899 is far less than
that between the England of 1801 and that of 1852, Almost
all -the great movements, social, economic, and gqcial and
political, which have given the century its cha- political
racter, were well developed before the time of movements.
the Crimean War, It is much the same with literature—all
e

il . o )
the High Church movement in England—the main feature
°f the century—had been well gtarted: the
qlsl‘uption of the Scottish Church into the Estab- gglé%:::;ts.
lished and the Tree Kirks had been completed.
It] is the same with the great discoverics and inventions
Wwhich have i ; f the land and o . .
the character(:lc])?nfjiytclify fl??: OThe England of dsicsf:‘t,ﬁfw
1801 knew not the steamboat and the railway, fiﬂd inven-
the electric telegraph and illuminating powers of e




