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once reflect the spirit of the age, were none the less deeply
affected by it. In the earliest poems of Wordsworth and
Southey, written before the eighteenth century was quite run
out, we trace first a profession of faith in the principles of the
French Revolution, and a little later a recantation of the error,
as they fall into line with the prevailing national sentiment
and adopt a strongly British tone.

Sir Walter Scott, the first of the greater poets to break into
verse in the new century, was inspired not only by a romantic
affection for the picturesque side of medizval
history, but by an ardent patriotism which led
him to sing of the events of the great war as they passed by
him, It must be confessed that his inspiration was not usually
at its best when he dealt with such themes in the “Vision of
Don Roderic ” or “ Waterloo,” Lord Byron and Shelley, men
of the younger generation, showed the influence of the times in
a different way, The former was so deeply bitten
by discontent for what he called the * Age of
Bronze,” that he abused Wellington, and called Waterloo
"b]oody and most bootless,” But his protest against the
common national feeling of his day in this respect is only a part
U_f his general attitude of somewhat morbid and affected opposi-
tion to the whole state of English society and politics. Posing
as & misunderstood genius and a censor of his times, Byron was
almost bound to fall foul of the patriotism that had enabled us
to fight through the great war, Itis some consolation to see
him in his Jast years doing something practical for liberty in
the Greek war, instead of merely carping at the honest
enthusiasms of his contemporaries. Shelley, on the other
hand, 'WRS not merely a critic of his times, but Shelley.
an active apostle of political and moral anarchy.

Itis a thousand pities that the lot of such a poet should have
been cast in the days of the French Revolution. The most
futile and extravagant doctrines of the French school had a
fatal attraction for his high-strung and hysterical mind, and he
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