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Radical wing of the party, resigned his office, as did Mr. George
Trevelyan, the secretary for Scotland. But the bulk of the
Liberal party were still in the dark as to the exact form which
the projected bill would take, and it was quite uncertain
whether the majority were prepared to follow the premier. All
that was known was that there were bound to be some secessions
when Gladstone’s plan was set forth. Meanwhile the Con-
servatives were commencing a vigorous agitation against any
concession to Pamell, and the Irish Protestants of Ulster were
fiercely proclaiming that they would resist, even with armed
force, any attempt to place them in subjection to the Home
Rule majority in the south and west,

On the 8th of April, the bill was at last introduced and
explained by the premier, in a speech occupying nearly four
hours. It was proposed to establish an Irish |
parliament in Dublin, consisting of 309 members gﬁ?g'ﬁfﬁ'm
sitting in a single chamber ; by a device strange to
British ideas, these members were to be of two classes, 200
representing the boroughs and counties, while the remainder
were to be peers or senators of an anomalous sort, chosen for
long periods, and not liable to lose their seats at a dissolution.
The Imperial Government was to retain control over the army,
matters of external trade, the customs and excise, and foreign
policy. The rest of the affairs of Ireland were to be entrusted
to the Dublin parliament, which would have in its power the
police, the maintenance of law and justice, all matters of
internal taxation, education, and all the executive and adminis-
trative parts of the governance of the realm. By an elaborate
financial scheme, Gladstone calculated that Ireland should pay
43,244,000 a year to the Imperial exchequer as her contribu-
tion to the management of the British empire ; she would have,
he thought, about ,£7,000,000 more for her own local purposes.
No Irish members were for the future to come to Westminster,
so that the Crown was to be the only formal link between the
two kingdoms.




