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COLUMBUS DISCOVERS AMERICA. 1492.

ON the 7th of October they had come seven hundred
and fifty leagues. There were great flights of small

birds to the south-west, which seemed to indicate some
neighbouring land in that direction, where they were
sure of food and a resting-place. Yielding to the solicita-
tions of Martin Alonzo Pinzon and his brothers, Columbus,
on the evening of the seventh, altered his course, there-
fore, to the west-south-west. As he advanced, the signs
of land increased; the birds came singing about the
ships; and herbage floated by as fresh and green as if
recently from shore. When, however, on the evening of
the third day of this new course, the seamen beheld the
sun go down upon a shoreless horizon, they again broke
forth into loud clamours, and insisted upon abandoning
the voyage. Columbus endeavoured to pacify them by
gentle words and liberal promises ; but, finding these only
increased their violence, he assumed a different tone, and
told them it was useless to murmur ; the expedition had
been sent by the sovereigns to seek the Indies, and, happen
what might, he was determined to persevere until, by
the blessing of God, he should accomplish the enterprise.
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