
HERE AND THERE IN AMERICA

THE ENGLISH CONQUEST OF CANADA.

SUMMER, which in that climate hurries through the sky,
was over, and the British fleet must soon withdraw from
the river, “My constitution,” wrote the General to
Holdernesse, on the 9th, just four days before his death,
“is entirely ruined, without the consolation of having
done any considerable service to the state, and without
any prospect of it.”

But, in the meantime, Wolfe applied himself intently
to reconnoitring the north shore above Quehec.. Nature
had given him good eyes, as well as a warmth of temper
to follow first impressions., He himself discovered the
cove which now bears his name, where the bending pro-
montories almost form a basn, with a Very narrow margin,
over which the hill rises precipitously. He saw the path
that wound up the steep, though so narrow that two

men could hardly march in it abreast; and he knew, by
the number of tents which he counted on the summit,
that the Canadian post which guarded it could not exceed
a hundred, Here he resolved to land his army by sur-
prise. To mislead the enemy, his troops were kept far
above the town; while Saunders, as if an attack was

intended at Beauport, set Cook, the great mariner, with
others, to sound the water and plant huovs along that
shore.

The day and night of the twelfth were employed in
preparations. The autumn evening was bricht: and the


