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.2- The Duke of Gloucester, who had evidently determined to make
self King, was appointed Protector. Lord Hastings,
3" powerful noble, who did not readily eomply with Glouciesg;e;'
. loucestar's plans, was aceused of witcheraft and was ;'l?oﬁ,:&:r
-'Ll‘nmadiumly executed. The King's relatives, Rivers andd 3
Grey, wore beheaded aummarily at Pontefract, His brother, tha
Young Duke of York, was taken from the sanctuary at Westminster
B‘".d sent to the Tower, !
5. A Parlinment had been summoned in the name of Edward 5!
and !‘.he 22nd of June was named as the day of the young King's cor-
onation. This was artfully amanged to enable the Pro-
teetor to seeure the throne for himself. Shortly before the Glou]tsta!spet&
day fixed for Bdward's coronation, a divine named Shaw, pro[fl:,gma
tother of the Lord Mayor, preached a sermon ot St )
"“]’_"’ Choss, in which he denied the legitimacy of the Inte King's
marviage with Elizabeth Woodyille, and aszerted that (Honcester was
18 brothers true suceessor. A day or two later, a carefully contrived
deputation, with the Duke of Buckingham at its head, waited on the
Tobector, and pressed the crown on his acceptance. With well dis-
* Sembled reluctance, Gloncester accepted the trust thus offered. On
the 8th of . uly 1483 he was crowned at Westminster. Hig wife, the
n];“"" Queen, was o danghter of the great king-muker, Warwick, and
the widow of Prinee ldward, son of Henry VL
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L. Richard of Gloncester was thirty-three years of age when he thus
unlawfiully seized the throne of England, During his Lrother's reign
f(?ehtr:d given proofs of great capacity. He was o deadly
Q[mf“’uzi‘ll{:ﬂl;u:iur 1“\‘11 the ﬁt.\"ll ulf Ih:u.ltlv:l;;:n] unud]n.lltfihlte

of the times in which he lived he never 1ost s
E;'e}anceln{ mind, In planning, he was shrewd and far- i i
eing ; in action, prompt and encrgeic.  His character as depicted
Y Shakespeare was drawn to please the natural enemies of his famnily,
zn;l mnay. be justly regarded as giving an exagperated view of l'gial‘mnl‘ﬂ.l
eformities, At the same time, the plain facts of history show Richard
have been cruel, unserupulous, and implacallo,
liaT" secure popularity in the northy Richard had llsiuma]f and his
n re-crowned in York Minster. In various other
Ways he sought to make his rule acceptable to the people, Stll?epgm
. b he found it impossible to suppress a strong sentiment * ppineces.
sympathy with the captive Princes. Soon the ration
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