GEOGRAPHICAL DEFINITIONS. 49

i ind, i rters of the
- 369 The importance attached by mankind, in all qua j
world, to the wgrsllip of the Deity, is most strikingly displayed by i;isl-
Qumbers of costly and splendid edifices erocted for religious purposes.
What nations are superior in knowledge and power to all others?

What will cause their religion to be spread over the greater part of
the earth ?

To what do mankind, in all quarters of the world, attach importance !
How is it most strikingly displayed 7
370. These are called amonf Christiang, churches, eathedrals, and

apels; amongst the Mahome ans, they take the name of Mosques ;
and among the Pagan Hindoos, they are termed Pagodas,

O S

LANGUAGES,

371 The diversities of lan uage form one of the most striking
points. of digtinetion hetween l.Ee various nations of the earth, and their
arrangement into o general system canstitutes an important branch of
geography. The languages of eultivated nations are both writton and
Spoken ; while those of savage and barbarous roces are merely verhal,
and are not reduced to writing.,

372, 'I‘he_numhcr of ori

rom them, amounts to
e American, and abont
there are nearly 1000, and in

How many original languages are there in the world 7
How many hranches or dinleets are derived from them ?
How many of these are American?
How many are European ?

How many are there in Asia and Oceanica 7

How many are there in Africa.?

379, The Chinese language is spoken by the greatest number of
people, but the English is dg:

the most widel spread, and will probably
CCome more general than any other. It is now spoken in ey

quatter of the globe, and i distinguished for ity simplicity, conoise-
Y1ess, and strength,

374, The number of books printed in the English is, probably,
reater than ip any other language; and {he influence of English
ferature s mopq extensive than any other existing,

What Jay

guage is spoken by the grentest number of peaple ?
Which is the mogt widely spread 2 Where is it spoken ?
For wht ig 44 distinguished 7
” %?hl“d;'ﬁ language is it probablo that the greutest numwber of' books
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